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 Tonightôs Presentation 
ü Summary of Project History 

ü NEPA and Section 106 Overview 

ü Project Purpose and Need 

ü Project Concepts 

ü Project  Schedule 

ü Questions & Answers 

DDOT is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits of its projects, programs, and 

services on the basis of race, color, national origin, or gender, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or on the basis of 

disability as provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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Project History 

ü Agency and Public Outreach 

ï Approximately 60 meetings with federal & local government agencies 

ï Over 50 community outreach meetings  

ü Public Scoping Meeting: September 14, 2011 

ï Almost 120 participants 

ï Over 70 people and organizations responded by submitting approximately 

530 comments  

ü NEPA 

ï Initiated in Early Summer  2011 

ï Scoping Underway 

ï Draft Purpose and Need Development 

ü Development of Project Concepts 
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NEPA and Section 106 Overview 

ü Agency Roles 

ï Federal Highway Administration (Lead Federal Agency) 

ï National Capital Planning Commission (Cooperating Agency) 

ï National Park Service (Cooperating Agency) 

ï District Department of Transportation (Lead Local Agency) 

ü Environmental Assessment (EA) Process 

ü Section 106 Coordination 

ï Part of National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as Amended 

ï Section 106 Process was Initiated  

ï Invite Participation of Consulting Parties throughout Process 

ï Identify Historic Properties in Projectôs Area of Potential Effect (APE) 

ï Determine Effects to Historic Properties in APE 

ï Resolve Adverse Effects to Historic Properties 
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Draft Purpose and Need 

ü FHWA: Determine the Significance of Anticipated Impacts on I-295 

ü Needs 

ï Correct Deficiencies of Virginia Avenue Tunnel 

ï Address Freight Transportation Demand and Need for Additional Capacity 

ï Maintain Freight Traffic During Construction 

ü Objectives 

ï Minimize Construction Impacts to Community, Including Traffic Impacts 

ï Include Community Enhancements to Improve the Aesthetic Condition of Virginia 

Avenue 

ï Keep Communication Open Throughout NEPA and Construction 
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Project Concepts 

1 - No Action.  Do not rebuild Virginia Avenue Tunnel (VAT). 

2 - Rebuild VAT with Temporary Track to the South  

3 - Rebuild VAT with Temporary Track to the North 

4 - Rebuild VAT with Serpentine Temporary Track 

5 - Rebuild VAT with Second Permanent Tunnel 

6 - Rebuild VAT within Current Tunnel 

7A and B - Rebuild VAT and Temporarily use Existing Railroads and/or Trucks 

8 - Reroute through Deep Tunnel 

9 - Reroute Outside DC using NCPC Indian Head Alignment 

10 - Reroute Outside DC using NCPC Dahlgren Alignment 

11 - Reroute Outside DC using Existing Railroads and/or Trucks 
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Do not rebuild the tunnel and continue to utilize it for freight movement. 

No Action 

Concept 1 

View Looking East 
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Do not rebuild the tunnel and continue to utilize it for freight movement. 

No Action 

Concept 1 

Aerial image is latest available, circa 2010. 
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Rebuild 

Rebuild the tunnel. Temporarily route trains in a below ground 

trench south of the current tunnel. 

Concept 2 

View Looking East 
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Rebuild the tunnel. Temporarily route trains in a below ground trench 

south of the current tunnel. 

Concept 2 
Rebuild 

Aerial image is latest available, circa 2010. 
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Rebuild the tunnel. Temporarily route trains in a below ground 

trench north of the current tunnel. 

Concept 3 

View Looking East 

Rebuild 
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Rebuild the tunnel. Temporarily route trains in a below ground trench 

north of the current tunnel. 

Concept 3 

Aerial image is latest available, circa 2010. 

Rebuild 
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Rebuild the tunnel. Temporarily route trains in a below 

ground trench that alternates north or south of the current 

tunnel based on freeway obstructions. 

Concept 4 

View Looking East 

Rebuild 
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Rebuild the tunnel. Temporarily route trains in a below ground trench that 

alternates north or south of the current tunnel based on freeway obstructions. 

Concept 4 

Aerial image is latest available, circa 2010. 

Rebuild 


